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Christy Dowling (Chair)
Michelle Seubert (Vice Chair)

Dennis Tonsager (Secretary)

Alan Hale
Jennifer Council
Mark Humbert
Holly Peterson
Wayne Scott
Dan Rau

HISTORIC

ADAMS COUNTY
BRIGHTON, CO

brightonco.gov/SplendidValley

Please contact Kate Lesser at
klesser@brightonco.gov or (303) 655-
2059 with questions or if you require
special accommodations.

DISTRICT PLAN COMMISSION
Agenda Packet

Thursday February 23, 2023 ,
2:00 p.m. ‘% “-1
(Typically fourth Thursday of the month)

Adams County Parks and Open Space
Conference Room
9755 Henderson Rd.
Brighton, CO 80601

Call to Order/Roll Call/Pledge of Allegiance
Approve Minutes from Meeting *Action Iltem
Public Comment

Staff Updates

Regular Business:

hoODd-=

5. Elections of Chair, Vice Chair and Secretary.
6. Interview of Candidates for Brighton appointee.
7. 2023 Calendar and Meetings

¢ In person Meetings

e Proposed Tours, Topics Speakers and
Focus items

e 2023 HSV Farm Tour Planning.
8. Announcements, Suggestions, & Comments
9. Adjournment *Action Item

Attachment: “The Heroes The Farmers” news article
e Handout: 2023 DPC Information Sheet
e Handout:2023 Meeting Dates

Link to Zoom meeting: https://usO6web.zoom.us/j/89431814466




District Plan Commission Meeting Notes

ADAMS COUNTY Brighton'

COLORADO

Type of meeting: Regular

Date: Thursday, January 26, 2023
Location: Hybrid Meeting In-Person and via Zoom at 9755 Henderson Road, Brighton, CO 80601

1.

5.

Call to Order/Roll Call/Pledge of Allegiance
Meeting called to order by M. Seubert at 2:16 p.m.

Members present: Ms. Michelle Seubert (Vice Chair), Mr. Dennis Tonsager (Secretary), Mr. Mark Humbert, Mr. Alan
Hale, Ms. Jennifer Council, Mr. Wayne Scott, Mr. Dan Rau

Members absent: Ms. Christy Dowling (Chair), Ms. Holly Peterson

Staff present: Ms. Jennifer Tucker (Adams County), Mr. Aaron Clark (Adams County), Mr. Jason Baines (Adams County),
Ms. Shannon McDowell (City of Brighton), Mr. Kyle Sylvester (City of Brighton), Ms. Kate Lesser (City of Brighton), Ms.
Jordan Kowalenko (City of Brighton)

Public present: Andrew Sword, Linda Young, and Tim Ferrell
Approve Minutes from October 27, 2022 Meeting

Mr. Alan Hale moved to approve the minutes as presented from the October 27, 2022 meeting. M. Humbert seconded.

=> Minutes from the October 27, 2022 meeting were unanimously approved as presented.

Public Comment

Mr. Tim Ferrell commented on signage that had been damaged near Sable Boulevard. Mr. Tim Ferrell also asked about
atimeline for getting more signs out into the community. Mr. Kyle Sylvester responded that the signs will be refortified
to ensure that they will be stronger by the sign contractor. Ms. Jennifer Tucker stated that farm owners must prioritize
which signs they want their plaques on before they are ordered. Mr. Alan Hale inquired about signage trial colors. My.
Kyle Sylvester responded that they would proof them and if they need any changes the sign contractor will be open
and responsive to changes.

=> No action.

Staff Updates

S. McDowell provided information regarding the City of Brighton’s public meetings to discuss multi-modal
Transportation Master Plan.

A. Clark stated that a Conservation Easement on the Wagner-Mayhew property is in the draft stages and hopes that
by March this process will be concluded.

K. Lesser introduced Ms. Jordan Kowalenko as the new City of Brighton Administrative Assistant. Ms. Kowalenko will
be filling Ms. Kate Lesser’s roll as she has been promoted.

K. Sylvester provided an article for the Commissioners to read at their leisure based on interviews conducted with
Boulder County farmers, citing the similarities from the article to the goals of the Commission.

J. Tucker provided information regarding the feedback received from the Farm to Table event. Ms. Jennifer Tucker
stated that the feedback was great and that the event will continue to be an annual event and that the Commission
will be tasked to plan again in the future.

=> No action.

Appointment of New Commissioners
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District Plan Commission Meeting Notes

ADAME COTINITV Rrichtnon”
J. Tucker introduced Mr. Dan Rau as a new member of the DPC as appointed by the county. J. Tucker explained some
processes for applicants through Adams County and the need for more applicants at this time. There are a total of
three positions from County and two positions from City available currently. S. McDowell explained the City of
Brighton applicant processes.

=> No action.

Dan Hobbs- Rocky Mtn. Farmers Union

Item tabled as Mr. Hobbs was not in attendance. A. Sword provided information regarding the Veterans to Farmers
program that he is involved in.

=> No action.

Announcements, Suggestions, & Comments

M. Seubert shared information regard the Bald Eagle festival taking place at Barr Lake.

-A. Hale expressed his desire for the board to continue the preservation of farmland as his term is coming to an end.
J. Tucker extended a thank you to the Commissioners that have served their time and an invitation to join meetings
in the future. J. Tucker explained that the farm tour will continue, and City Council requested an invitation.

-S. McDowell provided a summary of the Ball State students’ visit.

=> No action.

Adjournment

W. Scott moved to adjourn. M. Humbert seconded.

-> Meeting adjourned at 2:57 p.m.

Recorded by: J. Kowalenko
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CULTIVATING LIFE IN OUR
COMMUNITIES

he mighty seed. It represents all that is

life. A seed becomes sustenance, shel-

ter, and beauty. Each seed when nur-

tured with care, when cultivated with
backbreaking work, can make such an impact on
our world. Unfortunately, so much of America's
farming has been taken over by monolithic corpo-
rations. In the final Yellow Scene Magazine Heroes
Series we talk to the hands still working the land -
the farmers that are nurturing our soil, our bodies
and even our minds.

We spoke to representatives from eight farms and
gardens in Boulder County about the most impor-
tant issues facing farming today, the effect of tech-
nology on the industry, their favorite crops, and
more. Many of the farms we spoke with are Commu-
nity Supported Agriculture farms. A CSA farm has
a number of community members who buy shares
of the season’s harvest in advance to help support
the farmer and share the risk. In return, they receive
produce, often organic, directly from the CSA on a
regular basis during the harvest season.

D> kavAM SHORT RUNS STONE-
BRIDGE FARM WITH HER PARTNER,
JOKFHN MARTIN.Opened 31 years ago, they have
75 CSA members, meaning that they are one of the
smaller farms we spoke with. This means that they
face some of the biggest fssues that every farm
does, but more acutely. Short told me that the two
biggest issues today are climate change and land
availability. She told me, “Land is just becoming so
very expensive, even in the Midwest. People buyup
land and not necessarily for farming. It's hard for
younger farmers.” She went on to say, “The other
thing is just climate change. We have really seen it
in our 31 years, a shift in climate, and of course it's
always been hard for farmers. You can'tcontrol that
one thing: weather.” She says that climate change
has given rise to more extreme weather. She refer-
enced the drought of 2002 and the flood of 2014.
Despite these hardships, Kayam speaks of herwork
with sunshine pouring out between herwords. She
told me she “just really love[s] growing tomatoes,”
and it warmed my heart when she did.

D> JASON  GRIFFITH FOUNDED
ASPEN MOON FARM WITH HIS WIFE,
ERIN, IN 20089. Aspen Moon has around
600 CSA members and is a unique biedynamic
farm, which Griffith describes as “tying spiritual
science together with farming.” This allows them
to take a more holistic approach. Griffith said,
“|We are] looking at the zodiac sign, and where
the moon and moon phases are, and where dif-

¥ formanedJoln Robic

WE SPOKE TO REPRESENTATIVES FROM B8 FARMS AND GARDENS IN
BOULDER COUNTY ABOUT THE MOST IMPORTANT ISSUES FACING
FARMING TODAY, THE EFFECT OF TECHNOLOGY ON THE INDUSTRY,
THEIR FAVORITE CROP, AND MORE.

ferent stars are aligning to figure out if this is a
good day to plant a root crop or a fruit crop or
break a new field.” As a result of this approach,
Aspen Moon has moved away from some of the
more modern approaches to farming such as
measuring pH levels in the seil. Griffith said,
“Instead of doing a bunch of soil tests and adding
fertilizer to the field to get our numbers right,
we're going to plant a cover crop there, and the
cover crop and the weeds that grow in that field
are going to tell me a better story than any test
can.” All the soil used at Aspen Moon was cre-
ated there, the result of past crops then feeding
the next generation.

> SIMILARLY TO ASPEN MOON,
HKENA AND MARK OLLIN OF OLLIN
FARMS take a very holistic approach to their
work. Mark grew up on the farm, and both Ollins
made allusions to the idea of personal evolution,
growing as the farm does, The Ollins believe in the
principle of “food is medicine.” They are dedicated
to “regenerative, climate-smart agriculture.” Mark
elaborated cn this, saying, “We're trying to figure
out how to better grow healthy food butat the same
time, sequester carbon, and increase biodiversity,
and pollinator habitat.”

Mark and Kena’s passion is immense — too big
not to share. They hold youth education courses
on the land and have raised their four daughters

on the farm, hoping to instill the idea of respon-
sible growth in them and, in doing so, teach
them to value life itself. We are all growing. We
are always evolving,

P> MIKE MUNSON RUNS MUNSON
FARMS WITH HIS BROTHER, CHRIS.
The farm has been in their family since 1976. Mun-
son and his brother grew up helping on the farm
buit left Colorado to pursue other interests. Mike
actually pursued a baseball career playing over-
seas in Japan before returning. In 2001, the broth-
ers returned to help out with the farm as their par-
ents aged. Munson was able to witness the evolu-
tion of farming from the '70s tonow. One of the big-
gest changes? “It's the quality of seeds, different
hybrids. I'm not talking GMO. This hybrid tech-
nique, crossbreeding certain things. The seed and
the varieties lend themselves to be more robust, a
little bit more drought tolerant, better yields. Sweet
cornis what we're really famous for in that particu-
lar area.” He also spoke about the improvement of
equipment, saying, “We're not a small farm, obvi-
ously, with 80 acres. We rely on big tractors. [Until
10 years ago] we were working with this old John
Deere planter since the late '70s.”

D> WYATT BARNES, THE OWNER OF
RED WAGON FARM, one of the largest CSAs
we talked to with 550 members, spoke about the
difficulties inherent to modern farming. He men-
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tioned the idealized version of farming: The calm
and peaceful nature of planting and growth, work-
ing under the vast blue sky in the fresh air. But the
reality is that it is hard work. He spoke about the
chalienges of finding good workers for short peri-
ods of time. “We go pretty far for the winter and
keep a few key people employed, which is our goal,
but we cannot keep the whole staff on. So you're
retraining an insane number of people every year,
and you can only get to a certain size because it's
really limited to what I can do,” he explained.

YAYA FARM AND ORCHARD, SUN-
FLOWER FARM, AND LONG’S GARDENS
ARE UNIQUE AMONG THE FARMS WE
SPOKE WZITH. YaYa focuses mostly on their
orchard, rather than the more traditional crops.
1 spoke with Sharon Perdue, owner of YaYa. They
have 1000 trees on their property. Most of them are
apples, but Perdue told me there are 128 varieties,
including some plum trees, cherries, and pears.
They operate on a “U-Pick It” system. This means
that customers come to the orchard and pick what
they want, Perdue told me this is one of her favor-
ite aspects of what she does as she gets to meet a
wide variety of people and families. She spoke to
me about the ever-changing nature of farming,

“Every season has a set of activities, I don't have
something that I do 365 days of the year. That is
i really cool. That is very engaging to me, and I don't
get bored. If there is a season or a job that is not my
| favorite, | know it's going to end, and I just gotta get
down the path.”

| SUNFLOWER FARM IS AN EDUCA-
| TIONAL DEMONSTRATION RATHER
THAN A PRODUCTION FARM. Owned by
Farmer John Roberts, I spoke with Liz Napp, who
| runs most of the activities on the farm. She told me
that an educational demonstration farm teaches
young people about growing their own food in a
hands-on way, allowing them to learn where food
comes from. Sunflower is also completely tech-
free, preferring to teach in the open air. Napp told
me with a chuckle, “We have beautiful, licensed
school buildings. We try not to use them ... unless
it's super, supercold.” As the lessons in growing food
| occur, the kids are also taught philosophy, music,
| and other subjects meant to get the students think-
ing about their place in the world and mindfulness.
They are an incredible asset to Boulder County.

‘ P> FINALLY, T SPOKE WITH CATHE-
RINE LONG GATES, OF LONG'S GAR-

| DENS. Founded in 1905, they are the oldest farm
that we spoke with and are actually a garden
rentowned for their irises. They are also the only
urban farm we spoke with, located right in the
middle of Boulder. She reminisced, “My sister and
l I kept horses. When we were in school, after [ got
home, I could get on my horse and ride over to my
friend's. You don't do that anymore.” She went on
to say, “Just having the type of neighborhoods
| around change. Big mansions get built, and peo-
ple don't have much of a yard. Also, not that Boul-
der had a lot of diversity ever, but it's less all the
time. It seems like our income disparity is grow-
ing. So 'm cone of the lucky ones that get to stay
i here and live here, But it's hard for people.”

| These people are reminders that each of us
begins as a seed and is now sprouting, grow-
ing gloriously out into the sky, arms stretching
out towards the sun, the wind flowing through
us. We grow beautifully, a little bent, sometimes
broken, but persisting nevertheless. Each day we
are nourished by those who cultivate life each
day, our farmers. Although the days have grown
shorter and colder as the year turns into the next,
the sunis still there behind those clouds, waiting
for us. It won't be long now.

mrade frosls daily
quality. fresh. locally sourced
inzredients iriendlicst
start

HOLIDAY PLATTERS <= CATERING
CNLINE ORDERING

2426 Arapaboc. Boulder
Closcd Sundoy

(303) 443-0596
KalitaGrill.com *
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The Best Homemade,
Haad-Tossed Pizzo {und killer
calzones too) since 2001,

Fresh local ingredients, no
frifls, just great New York
Pizza with a crust that'li flip
your every tastebud,

e |
We're open late!  BEST J
WEST |-
Call us for carry-out = ——=7
or FREE DELIVERY! :
§. Boulder Rd. & Collins
Hwy 287 1403 W Elizabeth St
(720) 588-512 (970} 482-3278
North Boulder-
Boulder 30th
3117 28th 5t 658 30th
{303) 442-3278 | (3083) 447-2278 .
Business
Denver- North
D D CosmogPizza com
550 Grant St 3920 Federal Bivd
s | (00 206404

Both ot
Ruby Ru's |@3

Food Truck

& Brick and Mortar

have huge helpings of
grandma's LOVE in the kitchen.
Chris & Ryan Rubeck % s{na 3

South Boulder Rd. in
Lafayette

greal big plotes o
comfort food all wilh
that gourmet touch.

street eatery
Ruby
[RUY

illy Chezesesteaks
Chicken Jaces

303.997-8238 » 1280 Centour Village Dr, #1, Lafayette

Order Online: 1UDVIUS COM
find the Food Truck: rubyrus.com/icod-thuch




